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1. Introduction

United Nations peacekeeping operations have long been instrumental in maintaining
global stability and addressing conflicts. France, as a leading contributor to these
missions, is committed to advancing their effectiveness. This position paper outlines
France's perspective on the current challenges and proposes solutions to enhance
peacekeeping operations.

2. Historical Context
Establishment and Evolution:

Peacekeeping began in 1948 with the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization
(UNTSO), initially focused on monitoring ceasefires in the Arab-Israeli conflict. This
evolved with the creation of the UN Emergency Force (UNEF) during the Suez Crisis in
1956, marking the UN’s first armed peacekeeping mission. Since then, peacekeeping
has grown to include complex mandates, integrating civilian protection, human rights,
and political support (France Diplomatie, 2020; UN Peacekeeping, 2022).

Transition Post-Cold War:

Following the Cold War, the nature of conflicts shifted to intra-state and civil wars. This
shift required peacekeeping missions to adapt, moving beyond traditional ceasefire
monitoring to roles that include protecting civilians, supporting political processes, and
promoting human rights. This evolution reflects the changing dynamics of global
conflicts and the need for more sophisticated peacekeeping strategies (France
Diplomatie, 2020; UN Peacekeeping, 2022).



3. Current Situation
Challenges in Contemporary Missions:

Recent operations in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Mali have faced
significant challenges. Despite the success of approximately two-thirds of peacekeeping
missions in meeting their mandates, issues such as human rights abuses and
operational inefficiencies persist. These challenges highlight the need for reform to
address these deficiencies and enhance mission effectiveness (UN News, 2022; Africa
Defense Forum, 2024).

Statistical Insights:

Peacekeeping missions have been shown to significantly reduce civilian casualties and
prevent the recurrence of civil wars. Research indicates that UN peacekeepers play a
crucial role in stabilizing post-conflict societies, thereby contributing to long-term peace
and security (Howard, 2022; UN News, 2022).

4. Key Stakeholders
United Nations Security Council (UNSC):

The UNSC is pivotal in authorizing and overseeing peacekeeping missions. However,
the influence of the P5 members often complicates decision-making and can lead to
gridlock. Effective reform must address these challenges to ensure more decisive and
efficient responses to crises (UNSC, 2024).

France’s Role and Stance:

France has been an active participant in peacekeeping operations, advocating for
reforms to improve both operational and governance aspects. France's approach
emphasizes the need for a more effective and responsive peacekeeping framework that
can adapt to the evolving nature of global conflicts (France Diplomatie, 2020).

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs):

NGOs play a vital role in supporting peacekeeping missions by providing essential
services and monitoring human rights. Their insights and collaboration are crucial for
improving mission accountability and effectiveness, as they often work on the ground
and offer critical perspectives on the success and failures of peacekeeping operations
(Council on Foreign Relations, 2023).

5. Proposed Solutions



Reforms Proposed by France:

e Governance Enhancement: France advocates for reforms in the UNSC’s
governance structures to address issues related to the use of veto power. These
reforms aim to prevent decision-making gridlock and facilitate more effective
responses to crises (France Diplomatie, 2020).

e Regional Collaboration: Strengthening partnerships between the UN and
regional organizations, particularly in Africa, is essential for tailoring
peacekeeping efforts to the specific contexts of conflict zones. Regional
organizations bring valuable local knowledge and resources that can enhance
mission effectiveness (African Union, 2022).

e Implementation Strategies: France proposes measures to ensure predictable
funding for peacekeeping operations, particularly those led by African nations.
Additionally, integrating local communities into peace processes and enhancing
training and resources for peacekeepers are crucial for navigating complex
political environments (UN Peacekeeping, 2022).

6. Evidence and Examples
Successful Case Studies:

e Cote d'lvoire and Sierra Leone: Missions in these countries have demonstrated
the effectiveness of peacekeeping when supported by clear mandates, strong
local commitment, and international backing. These examples highlight how
well-resourced and well-supported missions can contribute to stability and peace
(CFR, 2023; UN News, 2022).

Impact Statistics:

e Data shows that the presence of UN peacekeepers significantly reduces the
likelihood of civil wars reoccurring and correlates with lower civilian and military
casualties. This empirical evidence underscores the effectiveness of
peacekeeping in maintaining stability in conflict-affected regions (Howard, 2022).

Expert Opinions:

e Professor Lise Howard notes, “Peacekeepers reduce the likelihood that civil wars
will recur... They help to achieve peace agreements.” This reinforces the
essential role of peacekeepers in stabilizing and resolving conflicts (UN News,
2022).

7. Counterarguments and Rebuttals



Common Criticisms:

Critics often argue that UN peacekeeping missions suffer from inefficiencies and fail to
adequately protect civilians, citing various high-profile incidents of human rights
violations (Howard, 2023).

Rebuttals:

France acknowledges these criticisms and emphasizes the ongoing reform efforts
aimed at enhancing accountability and operational effectiveness. The proposed reforms
and successful case studies highlight the positive impact of peacekeeping missions,
demonstrating that with proper support and oversight, these missions can significantly
contribute to peace and stability.

8. Conclusion
Summary:

France is committed to enhancing the effectiveness of UN peacekeeping operations
through comprehensive reforms, increased collaboration with regional organizations,
and improved funding and resources. Addressing the inherent challenges of
peacekeeping requires a coordinated and proactive approach.

Call to Action:

France urges fellow delegates to support its proposed reforms, emphasizing the need
for collaborative international efforts to improve peacekeeping operations and achieve
lasting peace in conflict zones.



