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Introduction

United Nations Environment Programme, the coordinating body for the United Nations’ environmental activities, was founded in June 1972 as a result of the Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment. It has played a significant role in identifying and analyzing global environmental problems, developing regional and international environmental programs and conventions, and promoting environmental science and information. Among its most important tasks is assisting developing countries in implementing environmentally sound policies and practices. 

The delegate of Iraq would like to state that during the last three decades, Iraq has suffered from wars and post conflict crises that led to weak institutions and international isolation. So the main aim of UNEP of Iraq is to enhance the institutional capacities for sound and synergistic management of chemicals in Iraq. And also cleaning up all the pollution caused by the ISIL conflict and reconstructing cities and villages which got damaged during the conflict, for contributing to the sustainable development of Iraq. 

1. Oil Spills’ Clean-up

What is the first thing which crosses your mind when we speak about Iraq? Oil wells, right? Oil wells which caused ‘Oil spills’. The first cleanup was focused on cleaning up the pollution in Iraq caused by Oil Spills. The background story goes like in 2016, the so-called Islamic fighters torched up ‘19’ oil wells near Quyyarah, a small town in Iraq. The battle to control the oil fires took nearly a year. 

Solution
In September 2019, UNEP carried out a bioremediation trial to show a practical clean-up treatment. Bioremediation is a process in which microbes naturally break down petroleum. Bioremediation is a nature-based and affordable way to reduce oil pollution in Iraq. This was done in collaboration with the North Oil Company, the Ministry of Health and Environment, and contaminated land. It was carried out in the Baba Gurgar oil field in Iraq. The main aim is to build national capacity in cleaning up the oil pollution. Oil experts from across Iraq were a part of the bioremediation trial which aimed to clean up the oil pollution. UNEP has been supporting the government of Iraq to clean up the pollution caused by the ISIL conflict. The delegate of Iraq believes that bioremediation is the key technique for cleaning up oil spills over the country.
2. Debris Clean-up 1 
The cleanup was about a massive effort to clean debris in Mosul, a small town in Iraq. In the opinion of the delegate of Iraq, Eastern Mosel is vibrant and flourishing whereas Western Mosel is a wasteland. Approximately 8 million tons of rubble were generated by the conflict. So simply trucking this waste out of the city would cost over 100 million dollars.
Solution
Hundreds of trucks carrying scrap metal salvaged from the debris. Recycling rubble into construction material can help create much more jobs for the people of Iraq. UNEP and partners are working with Mosel municipality to include rubble recycling in the city’s reconstruction. Stakeholder workshops are currently underway to develop a debris management plan and kick-start recycling activities.
3. Debris Clean-up 2
The ISIL conflict in Iraq caused massive destruction. Around 63 cities and 1556 villages were heavily damaged between 2014 and 2017. Over 55 million tons of debris were created by the conflict. In Kirkuk, over 60 villages were destroyed along the ISIL frontline. Buwaiter a village of 110 households was razed to ground. Conflict Debris is a major obstacle to the safe return of displaced people. Explosive hazards in the rubble pose a critical safety risk.
 Solution
In 2020, UNEP and IOM (International Organization for Migration) joined forces to demonstrate the benefits of debris recycling, including the creation of vital job opportunities with support from Japan. Young returnees sorted and cleared the debris. Clean rubble comprising concrete, bricks, and stones was crushed and screened by size for use in different engineering applications. Materials testing confirmed the recycled aggregates meet national road construction standards. Circular solutions to the conflict debris management are being scaled up, as recycling centers are set up in Mosul, Sinjar, and Hamdaniya. Along with the economic reform of Iraq, international projects have been implemented to repair and upgrade Iraqi water and sewage treatment plants, electricity production, hospitals, schools, housing, and transportation systems.
