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Topic - Protecting victims of human trafficking 
conflict and post- conflict situations. 
 
The delegate of syria would like to clarify its 
stances on the situation 
-protecting victims of human trafficking conflict 
and post conflict situations.Syria is a 
destination and transit country for women and 
children trafficked for commercial sexual 
exploitation and forced labor. A significant 
number of women and children in the large 
and expanding Iraqi refugee community in 
Syria are reportedly forced into commercial 
sexual exploitation by Iraqi gangs or, in some 
cases, their families. Similarly, women from 



Somalia and Eastern Europe are trafficked 
into commercial sexual exploitation. Russian, 
Ukrainian, and Belarusian women recruited 
for work in Syria as cabaret dancers are not 
permitted to leave their work premises without 
permission, and they have their passports 
withheld—indicators of involuntary servitude. 
Some of these women may also be forced 
into prostitution. Anecdotal evidence suggests 
that Syria may be a destination for sex 
tourism from other countries in the region. In 
addition, women from Indonesia, the 
Philippines, Ethiopia, and Sierra Leone are 
recruited for work in Syria as domestic 
servants, but some face conditions of 
involuntary servitude, including long hours, 
non-payment of wages, withholding of 
passports, restrictions on movement, threats, 
and physical or sexual abuse. Syria may also 
be a transit point for Iraqi women and girls 
trafficked to Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates 
(U.A.E.), and Lebanon for forced prostitution. 
The Government of Syria does not fully 



comply with the minimum standards for the 
elimination of trafficking and is not making 
significant efforts to do so. Syria again failed 
to report any law enforcement efforts to 
punish trafficking offenses over the last year. 
In addition, the government did not offer 
protection services to victims of trafficking and 
may have arrested, prosecuted, or deported 
some victims for prostitution or immigration 
violations. 
 
During the year 2009 the Syrian government 
made limited progress in protecting trafficking 
victims. The government does not have a 
shelter to protect victims of trafficking, but in 
December, the Ministry of Social Affairs and 
Labor approved the opening of an 
IOM-operated shelter.[expand acronym] The 
government also approved the creation of a 
formal system for police, immigration officers, 
judges, and other government officials to refer 
victims of trafficking to the planned IOM 
shelter; to date, no one has been referred by 



the government to an existing shelter run by 
international NGO Caritas. The government 
continues to lack formal victim identification 
procedures to identify potential trafficking 
victims among vulnerable populations, such 
as illegal migrants or women arrested for 
prostitution. As a result, victims of trafficking 
were arrested and charged with prostitution or 
violating immigration laws. Anecdotal reports 
also suggest that some foreign women in 
prison on prostitution charges have been 
beaten by prison officials. Another source 
reported that Syrian authorities will often 
release incarcerated Iraqi women and minors 
in prostitution to their traffickers. Child victims 
of commercial sexual exploitation are housed 
in juvenile detention facilities, rather than 
referred to protective services offered by 
NGOs. Syria does not actively encourage 
victims to assist in investigations or 
prosecutions of their traffickers and does not 
provide foreign victims with legal alternatives 
to their removal to countries in which they 



may face hardship or retribution. The 
government does not fund anti-trafficking 
training for law enforcement officers, but 
officials from the Ministry of Interior received 
training organized and funded by IOM on 
victim sensitivity. 
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